
Pollica is one of the most representative historic villages of ancient Cilento, located 
on the southern slopes of Monte Stella, between olive-covered hills and the sea. It is 
the capital of the municipality that includes the hamlets of Acciaroli, Pioppi, 
Cannicchio, Celso, and Galdo.

The village's origins are very ancient: its name derives from the Greek "pollai oikiai" 
("many houses"), reflecting the area's Magna Graecia roots. The first documentary 
evidence dates back to 1113, when some properties were donated to the Badia di 
Cava by Torgisio II Sanseverino. Over the centuries, Pollica passed under the rule 
of the Alemagna, Capano, and De Liguoro families, maintaining a central role in the 
feudal organization of Cilento.

The historic center retains its original medieval layout with stone alleys, arches, and 
noble palaces. Among the main architectural highlights are the Castle of the 
Capano Princes, the Church of San Nicola, and numerous noble buildings 
overlooking the coastal panorama.

The Castle of the Capano Princes was renovated into its current appearance in 
1610 by Prince Vincenzo Capano and is dominated by an imposing three-level 
square tower. According to tradition, Saint Alfonso Maria de' Liguori resided inside 
for a long time. Today, it is owned by the municipality and hosts numerous cultural 
events, often related to the Mediterranean Diet.

The modern history of Pollica is marked by the sacrifice of its mayor Angelo 
Vassallo, known as the "Fisherman Mayor," who was killed in an ambush in 2010. 
His work has made Pollica an international model of legality, sustainable 
development, and respect for the environment.

Among the most heartfelt celebrations are the patron saint celebrations of Saint 
Nicholas and events linked to the gastronomic traditions of Cilento, such as "Viculi e 
Viculieddi," an event dedicated to the flavors and historic alleys of the village.

Historical and documentary sources: local bibliography, publications, 
institutional websites, and oral tradition testimonies.
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